
54. RIGHTS OF MAN. Part II. 

Rights are inherently in all the inhabitants ; but charters, by an- 
nulling thofe rights in the majoricy, leave the right by exclufion 
in the hands of a few. If charters were conftnnffed fo as to ex- 
prefs in direct terms, that every inhabitant , voho is not a ?ne?nber 

of a corporation , Jhall not exercife the right of voting” fuch char- 
ters would, in the face, be charters, not of rights, but of exclu- 
fion. The effeft is the fame under the form they now ftand ; 
and the only perfons on whom they operate, are the perfons whom 
they exclude. Thofe whofe rights are guaranted, by not being 
taken away, exercife no other rights, than as members of the 
community they are entitled to without a charter ; and, there- 
fore, ail charters have no other than an indire«ff negative opera- 
tion. They do not give rights to A, but they make a difference 
in favour of A by taking away the right of B, and confequently 
are inftrumenfs of injuftice. f I 

But charters and corporations have a mere extenfive evil ef- 
fe£, than what relates merely to elections. They are fources of 
endlefs contentions in the places where they exift; and they 
JefTen the common rights of national fociety. A native of Eng- 
land, under the operation of thefe charters and corporations, 
cannot be faid to be an Englifhman in the full fenfe of the word. ? j | 
He is not free of the nation, in the fame manner that a French- 
man is free of France, and an American of America. His right, 
are Gircumfcribed to the town, and, in fome cafes, to the paiifh 
of his birth ; and all other parts, though in his native land, are 
to him as a foreign country. To acquire a relidence in thefe, 
he mull undergo a local naturalization by purchafe, or he is for- 
bidden or expelled the place. This fpecies of feudality is kept I. ' 
up to aggrandize the corporations at the ruin of towns ; and the 
efFecff is viftble. 

The generality of corporation towns are in a {late of folitary 
decay, and prevented from further ruin, only by fome circum- 
jffance in their lituation, fuch as a navigable river, or a plentiful 
furrounding country. As population is one cf the chief fources 
of wealth, (for without it land itfelf has no value,) everything 
which operates to prevent it muff leilen the value of property ; 
and as corporations have not only this tendency, but diredly 
this effeiff, they cannot but be injurious. If any policy were to 
be followed, inffead of that of general freedom to every perfon 

frigate, and invited the captain of the packet on board, which, when done, 
he fent fome of his own hands bacK, and fe cured the mail. But be the cir- 
cumftance of the capture what it may, I fpcak with certainty as to the 
government difpatches# They were lent up toTParis, to Count Vergeanes, 
and when Col. Lawrens and my feif returned to America, we took the 
originals to Congrefs. 

By thefe difpatches I faw into the ftupiditv of the Englifh cabinet, far 
more than T otherwife could have done, and I renewed my former defign. 

But Col. Lawrens was fo unwilling to return alone : more cfpeeially, as 
among other matters, we had a charge of upwards of two hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterling in money, tW I gave into his wifhes, and finally 
gave up my plan. But I am now certain, that if I could have executed 
it, that it would not have been altogether unfucccllful, 

to 
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to fettle where he chofe, (as in France or America,) it would be 
more conflftent to give encouragement to new comers, than to 
preclude their aamiflion by exacting premiums from them*. 

The perfons rr.oft immediately interefted in the abolition of 
corporations, are the inhabitants of the towns where corporations, 
are eftahlifhed. The inftances of Mancheffer, Birmingham, and 
Sheffield, (hew, by contraft, the injury which thofe Gothic infti- 
tutions are to property and commerce. A few examples may be 
tound, fuch as that of London, whofe natural and commercial ad- 
vantage, owing to its lituation on the Thames, is capable of bear- 
ing up againft the political evils of a corporation ; but in almoft 
all other cafes the fatality is to vifible to be clouted or denied. 

Though the whole nation is not fo dire&ly affeded by the de- 
preffion of poverty in corporation towns as the inhabitants them- 
felves, it partakes of the confequence. By leflening the value 
of property, the quantity of national commerce is curtailed. Eve- 
ry man is a cuftomer in proportion to his ability ; and as all parts 
of a nation trade with each other, whatever affetts any of the 
parts, muff necelfarily communicate to the whole. 

As one of the houfes of the English parliament is, in a great 
meafure, made up of eledlions from thefe corporations ; and as 
it is unnatural that a pure ffream fhoiffd flow from a foul fountain, 
its vices are but a continuation of the vices of its origin. A man 
cf moral honour and good political principles, cannot fubmit *0 
the mean drudgery and difgraceful arts, by which fuch eledtions 
are carried. To be a fucceisful candidate, he mull: be deftitute 
of the qualities that conffitute a juff legi-flator ; and being thus 
difeiplined to corruption by the mode of entering into parlia- 
ment, it is not to be expedled that the representative fnould be 
better than the man. 

Mr. Burke, in {peaking of the Englifh reprefentaticn, has ad- 
vanced as bold a challenge as ever was given in the days of chi- 

• valry. “ Our reprefentation,” fays he, “ has been found per- 

• “ feith adequate to all the purpofes for which a reprefentaticn of the 

people can be deffred or devifed. I defy,” continues he, “ the 
“ enemies of our conitkunon to Ihew the contrary.” 

This declaration from a man who has been in conffant oppoli- 
t:on to a 11- the meauircs of parliament the whole of his political 
life, a year cr two ex copied, is moft extraordinary ; and, com- 

* It is difficult to. account for the origin of charter and corporation 
towns, tin Ids we fuppofe them to have avileii out of, or been connedted 
with, fome fpecies r.fgarrifon fervice- The times in which they began 
juffity this idea. The generality of thofe towns have been ganifons ; and 
the corporations were charged with the care cf the gates of the towns, 
when no mil nary garrifon was prelent. Their refuting or granting ad- 
miflion to ft rangers, which has produced the cuftom of giving, felling, and 
buying freedom, has more of the nature of garrifon authority than civil 
government. Soldiers arc free of ali corporations throughout the nation, 
by the lame, propriety that every foldier is free of every garrifon, and no 
other perfons are. He can follow any employment, with the permiiffon 
of his officers, in any corporation town throughout th$ nation* 
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